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Abstract for “I Don’t Care if I Never Get Back: Optimism and Ascent in
‘Take Me Out To The Ball Game’” by Michael Buchler, SMT-V 7.4

The chorus of “Take Me Out To The Ball Game” (Von Tilzer and Norworth, 1908) is
familiar to anyone who has attended baseball games in North America. However, relatively
few people are aware that there is an introductory verse that poetically and contrapuntally
motivates and anticipates the well-known chorus. This video article demonstrates some
relationships between the verse and chorus and also challenges an earlier analysis that views

this song through the lens of common-practice melodic norms.
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Performance:

e Harvey Hindermyer, 1908. “Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” music by Albert
von Tilzer, words by Jack Norworth; Columbia matrix 3917.

Other compositions cited:
e “Stop Thief,” music by music by Albert von Tilzer, words by Will Dillon.
e “That Hypnotizing Man,” music by Albert von Tilzer, words by Lew. Brown.
e Sonata for Piano in G, Op. 36, no. 5, third movement, by Muzio Clement.
e “Under the Anhauser Bush,” music by Harry von Tilzer, words by Andrew B.
Sterling.



Bibliography

Buchler, Michael. 2015. “When You Wish Upon A Star Your Melody Ascends: Aspirational

Disney Songs and the Ascending Ur/inie.”” Society for Music Theory Annual Meeting, St.
Louis, MO.

Carson Berry, David. 1999. “Dynamic Introductions: The Affective Role of Melodic

Ascent and Other Linear Devices in Selected Song Verses of Irving Berlin.” Intégral
13: 1-62.

Johnson, Timothy A. 2008. “I Never Get Back: How “T'ake Me Out to the Ball Game’

Succeeds at Celebrating Failure.” The National Pastime: Review of Baseball History 28:
138-43.

Larson, Steve. 2012. Muswcal Forces: Motion, Metaphor, and Meaning in Music. Bloomington:
Indiana University Press.

Laymon, Anna. October 2019 (rev. July 2020) .“The Feminist History of “T'ake Me Out to
the Ball Game.”” Smuthsonian Magazine. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/
feminist-history-take-me-out-ball-game-180973307/

Neumeyer, David. 1987. “The Ascending Urlinie.” Journal of Music Theory 31/2: 275-303.

. 2018 and ongoing. “Ascending Cadence Gestures in Tonal Music.” Online blog:
https://ascendingcadencegestures.blogspot.com

Schachter, Carl. 1996. “Schoenberg’s Hat and Lewis Carroll's Trousers: Upward and
Downward Motion in Musical Space.” In Brenton Broadstock, et. al., eds. Aflame with
Mousic. Parkville, Victoria: Centre for Studies in Australian Music: 327—41.

Schenker, Heinrich. 1979 (1935). Free Composition (Der freie Satz). Translated and edited by
Ernst Oster. New York: Longman.

Archival sources for scores by von Tilzer:
e Duke University
e Library of Congress Historic Sheet Music Collection
e The University of Tennessee at Knoxville
e Connecticut College, Greer Music Library



